
 
 

CLOSING THE GAP PROGRESS REPORT A WARNING TO REDOUBLE EFFORTS 

The Healing Foundation warns momentum must be gained urgently on the Closing the Gap 
Priority Reforms, or targets will remain out of reach.   
  
The warning follows the release earlier today of Productivity Commission data showing only 
four of the 17 Closing the Gap targets are on track for being met within the coming decade. 
  
The Healing Foundation Board Chair Professor Steve Larkin said the news should come as 
shot in the arm to the incoming government, who now has the power to make the 
necessary changes to ensure Priority Reforms are just that—the priority of all governments. 
  
“We must use the knowledge from these updates as a catalyst for redoubling our efforts to 
right the wrongs of the past so that there is finally justice and healing for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples,” Professor Larkin said. 
  
“The latest data represents a significant challenge for governments to step in and address 
the growing needs in health, aged care, education, social justice, and equity. 
  
“We can’t treat all the targets as mutually exclusive – they’re going to have an impact on 
each other and there is the potential for a cumulative effect. The failure to meet each and 
every target has the potential to undermine what’s already been achieved.” 

  
Professor Larkin said that for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to enjoy high 
levels of social and emotional wellbeing, it was essential that the most vulnerable groups, 
including Stolen Generations survivors and their descendants, are supported with tailored 
and targeted trauma-aware, healing-informed services that meet their specific needs. 
  
“The Productivity Commissions findings echo what Stolen Generations survivors, their 
families, and communities having been telling us: that any further delay poses a significant 
barrier to achieving the goals of better health, education, employment, and other outcomes 
for all First Nations peoples,” he said. 
  
“It’s timely to review exactly what’s being done, how it’s being done, and by who, and the 
gap that needs to be closed immediately may be in terms of available resources. 
  
“While the figures are disappointing, they also represent a unique opportunity to unite the 
nation on contributing to healing actions that have the greatest impact. 
  



“We reiterate the need for capable partners across all governments, all their departments, 
agencies, and across all sectors to ensure the reforms, just four in number, are treated with 
priority. They represent what community-controlled organisations know can close the gap 
for good.” 

  
As a proud member organisation of the Coalition of peak community-controlled 
organisations (the Coalition of Peaks), The Healing Foundation calls for tangible actions that 
meet with the four Priority Reforms: 

1. Formal partnerships and shared decision making 

2. Building the Community-Controlled Sector 

3. Transforming Government Organisations 

4. Shared Access to Data and Information at a Regional Level 

The Healing Foundation’s Chief Executive Officer Fiona Cornforth is encouraged by agencies 
engaging with the Foundation on Priority Reform 3, specifically: Transforming Government 
Organisations.   
  
“Healing after complex trauma requires the systems that survivors interact with to identify 
and do away with anything they do now to perpetuate further trauma or to maintain the 
status quo for those left to hold the burden of trauma.” Ms Cornforth said. 
  
“Our Make Healing Happen report of last year revealed the extent and impact of removing 
children from safe loving homes and communities. The pain involved is largely unaddressed 
and unresolved. 
  
“The Healing Foundation and other members of the Coalition of Peaks have the knowledge 
to scale up healing efforts across the systems.” 

  
A Healing Foundation delegation will be at Garma Festival to promote trauma-aware, 
healing-informed approaches, including members of its Youth Reference Group. 
  
The Group released a Statement on Sorry Day “Counting Anniversaries Won’t Make Healing 
Happen”, and invited Prime Minister, the Hon Anthony Albanese MP to meet. 
  

The Healing Foundation is a national Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisation 
that partners with communities to address trauma caused by the widespread and 
deliberate disruption of populations, cultures, and languages over 230 years. This includes 
specific actions like the forced removal of children from their families.   
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