
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medical Students Want Answers: Where Is The Funding for 

LGBTQIA+ Health? 

1 April 2022 

 

The Australian Medical Students’ Association (AMSA) is extremely disappointed 

by the lack of measures in the Federal Budget to improve the access to 

healthcare for LGBTQIA+ Australians.  

 

AMSA’s Pre-Budget Submission called on the Government to fund the inclusion 

of gender-affirming healthcare, including surgical procedures, post-surgical care 

and other gender-affirming services under Medicare and the Pharmaceutical 

Benefits Scheme. 

 

“Transgender and gender diverse Australians are in urgent need of support. The 

failure of the Government to direct funding to increase access to gender-

affirming services will cause significant harm to patients who are unable to afford 

access,” Jasmine Davis, AMSA President said. 

 

AMSA is also disappointed to see a lack of specific funding for LGBTQIA+ 

mental health.  

 

“Queer Australians already experience higher rates of mental-ill health and 

suicide. Nearly a third of LGBTI Australians aged 18 and over have attempted 

suicide, a number which is eight times higher than the general population1,” 

Flynn Halliwell, Chair of AMSA Queer, said.   

 

“The federal government has itself continued to perpetuate direct harm to the 

mental health of these communities through attempts to introduce harmful 

legislation, as well as political weaponizing of trans and gender diverse people in 

public discourse. 

 

“If the Government is serious about improving mental health, and reducing 

suicide rates in Australia, there should be specific funding for LGBTQIA+ mental 

health services,” Mr Halliwell said.  

 

“It is time for the federal government to be accountable and prioritise LGBTQIA+ 

health and wellbeing. Medical students call for funding of gender-affirming 

services on Medicare, investment in LGBTQIA+ led health organisations and 

suicide prevention programs, as well as funding of research on the health and 

wellbeing of transgender and gender diverse communities.” Ms Davis said.  

 

AMSA is the peak representative body for Australia’s 17,000 medical students. 

AMSA Queer is the representative body for Queer identifying medical students 
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and works to improve health outcomes for all LGBTQIA+ individuals through 

education and advocacy. 
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