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$62 million in grants to improve Australians health 
 

The Morrison Government is supporting nine Australian researchers with almost $62 million 

to improve the health and wellbeing of Australians by accelerating research knowledge and 

outcomes into health care and practice. 

 

Funded through the Government’s Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF), the 2020 Rapid 

Applied Research Translation (RART) Grant Opportunity is investing $216 million over 10 

years and focuses on turning research findings into real health benefits that help Australian 

patients.  

 

Minister for Health and Aged Care, Greg Hunt, said Australia continues to be a global leader 

in health and medical research, which will help us improve and save lives. 

 

“These research projects range from helping the youngest to the oldest Australians, in the 

biggest cities to our smallest and most remote communities,” Minister Hunt said. 

 

“Our Government continues to provide unprecedented support to health and medical research, 

as we back our best and brightest researchers to transform today’s ideas into breakthrough 

treatments for the patients of tomorrow.” 

 

The Florey Institute of Neuroscience and Mental Health will receive $9.9 million to lead work 

to improve the lives of young people who have a stroke, who are often misdiagnosed and 

underserved in the current health system. 

 

Led by Professor Julie Bernhardt, the team is developing an innovative digital service for this 

group to overcome geographic barriers and respond to the user’s needs. It will foster the 

individual’s ability to take control, engage in and direct their long-term care by helping them 

with communication and cognitive challenges. 

 

This work has the potential to improve lives and reduce the burden of strokes on young 

people, their families and carers, and on the Australian community.  

 

Additionally, Western Alliance Health Research (WAHR) will receive $9 million to deliver 

better health care at home for older people living in regional and rural Australia. 
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Minister for Regional Health, Dr David Gillespie, said the WAHR project would help to 

improve health outcomes for elderly Australians in regional, rural and remote areas. 

 

“Offering more support and health care to aging Australians in their own home, means they’re 

able to comfortably and safely stay at home longer without the need to re-locate into a care 

facility,” Dr Gillespie said. 

 

“Working initially in Western Victoria, the researchers are identifying the key challenges to 

providing health care at home and testing new ways to deliver part of that care virtually. 

They’ll find local solutions and develop a blueprint to scale it nationally.” 

 

The Morrison Government’s $20 billion MRFF, is a long-term, sustainable investment in 

Australian health and medical research, helping to improve lives, build the economy and 

contribute to the sustainability of the health system. 

 

Further information about the Medical Research Future Fund is available at 

www.health.gov.au/mrff  

 

2020 Rapid Applied Research Translation 

 

Project  Recipient Funding 

Scaling up infectious disease point-of-care 

testing for Indigenous people 

 

University of New South 

Wales 
$9,967,326.00 

Implementing holistic burn care through a 

culturally safe integrated model 

 

The George Institute for 

Global Health 
$2,410,958.00 

Pathway to use of immunotherapy in 

clinical practice for type 1 diabetes 

 

St. Vincent’s Institute of 

Medical Research 
$2,676,000.00 

Building Australia's First Young Stroke 

Service 

 

The Florey Institute of 

Neuroscience and Mental 

Health 

$9,932,108.00 

P-OMICs-flow: Integrating precision 

oncology into clinical programs 

 

The Garvan Institute of 

Medical Research  
$5,868,917.00 

Transforming Wound Care through 

Telehealth in Aged Care 

Coviu Global Pty. Ltd. 
$6,499,695.00 

Aboriginal prosperity through community 

driven translational research 

 

Central Australian Aboriginal 

Congress Aboriginal 

Corporation 

$9,760,245.00 

Top End Partners: translational research to 

improve health outcomes (TOP R) 

 

Menzies School of Health 

Research 
$5,802,202.00 

Delivering enhanced healthcare at home for 

older people in rural Australia 

 

Western Alliance Health 

Research Ltd. $9,067,407.00 

TOTAL   $61,984,858.00 

 

-END- 
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