
 

World Sepsis Day 2021 and the National Sepsis Awareness Campaign 
 

Monday 13 September 2021 is World Sepsis Day - an initiative of the Global Sepsis Alliance 
established in 2012 to draw attention to the impact sepsis has on the lives of everyday 
people and their families.  

 
World Sepsis Day provides an opportunity for clinicians and the community alike to be aware 
of the signs and symptoms of sepsis, encourage prompt recognition and treatment, and 
ensure adequate support for survivors. 
 
The Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care, in partnership with The 
George Institute for Global Health are undertaking a National Sepsis Awareness campaign 
targeted towards clinicians, health service organisations and the general community, 
focussed on reducing preventable harm caused by sepsis.  
 
The Commission is working to develop specific resources for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders as part of the campaign. These resources will be developed in partnership with a 
range of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health representatives and organisations. 
 
The Campaign will commence on World Sepsis Day 2021 – 13 September 2021 and run for 
ten weeks through to 26 November 2021. 
 
Campaign theme 
The consistent theme to raise awareness nationally is: “Could it be sepsis?” 
 
By simply asking whether it could be sepsis, life-saving treatment can be provided to stop 
severe health complications and death. “Could it be sepsis” is an enabling phrase that the 
public can use to engage with clinicians when concerned and it empowers clinicians to 
suspect sepsis where patients present with no clear provisional diagnosis and there is the 
possibility of infection.  
 
Campaign messages 
The following health messages are the focus of the National Sepsis Awareness Campaign: 

 
“Just think: could it be sepsis?” 

 
For clinicians, this message encourages considering whether the presenting signs and 
symptoms point to a suspected or confirmed sepsis diagnosis. It signifies that clinicians must 
act quickly to provide the necessary life-saving treatment to stop the progression of sepsis.  

 
“Just ask: could it be sepsis?” 

 
For patients, their families and healthcare consumers generally, “Just ask: could it be 
sepsis?” is an empowering statement. This message is an integral part of helping clinicians 
turn their thinking towards considering a sepsis diagnosis. It also supports patients and their 
families to speak up about sepsis and voice their concerns if they feel something is not right.  

 
“Just say sepsis!” 

 
For use by journalists, media and influencers, using the term ‘sepsis’ accurately and 
consistently is crucial. The communication tools aim to bring the word sepsis into the public 
vernacular, and avoid confusion and inaccuracy caused by using terms like ‘septicaemia’ or 
‘blood infection’ interchangeably. By simply saying ‘sepsis’, clinicians and the general public 
can help create the necessary sense of urgency required to initiate treatment. 
 



 

Get involved 
There are a range of ways that you can get involved: 
 

• Schedule a World Sepsis Day event: host a morning tea, deliver a Grand Rounds 

for clinical staff or an education in-service on sepsis in your clinical area 

• Talk to your colleagues and friends about sepsis 

• Familiarise yourself with the signs and symptoms of sepsis 

• Make your clinical sepsis policies and pathways visible to your staff throughout the 

Campaign 

• Circulate the Sepsis Awareness communication toolkit resources including adding 

the web banner to your local intranet 

• Add your state or local health service organisation’s logo to the toolkit resources 

• Most importantly: “Just say sepsis!” 

 
Please use our campaign toolkit to help improve awareness of sepsis. 

• More information on the National Sepsis Program  

• Contact: email Sepsis@safetyandquality.gov.au 

 

https://safetyandquality.cmail20.com/t/j-l-fkiykdd-ikiukijdg-y/
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/node/5821
mailto:Sepsis@safetyandquality.gov.au

