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The Territory Labor Government has today released the first Closing the Gap NT Implementation 
Plan in partnership with APO NT and LGANT. 

This move follows the establishment of the historic National Agreement on Closing the Gap, which 
reflects a shared genuine and meaningful commitment to achieve equity for First Nations people. 

The NT Implementation Plan outlines key actions and the transformation of Government to work in 
partnership with Aboriginal people and organisations to achieve the outcomes and objectives of the 
National Agreement on Closing the Gap. 

The Territory plan focuses on four priority reform areas: 

• Formal Partnerships and Shared decision-making: Aboriginal Territorians are empowered to 
share decision-making authority with governments and accelerate policy. 

• Building the Aboriginal community-controlled sector: building the strong and sustainable 
Aboriginal community controlled sector delivering high quality services to Aboriginal 
Territorians. 

• Transforming government organisations: governments, organisations and institutions are 
accountable for Closing the Gap. 

• Shared access to data and information at a regional level: Aboriginal Territorians have 
access and the capability to use locally relevant data and information to set and monitor the 
implementation efforts. 

The Territory will take a phased approach to the implementation of Closing the Gap, in line with the 
timeframes set out in the National Agreement, and reflecting the unique circumstances of the 
Territory. 

To read the Closing the Gap NT Implementation Plan please visit: 
https://aboriginalaffairs.nt.gov.au/our-priorities/closing-the-gap. 

  

Quotes from Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Selena Uibo:  

“Closing the Gap represents a fundamental shift in the relationship between the different levels of 
government, and Aboriginal people, communities, and organisations. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faboriginalaffairs.nt.gov.au%2Four-priorities%2Fclosing-the-gap&data=04%7C01%7Cmurray.coombe%40wolterskluwer.com%7C55e951490b1942f9dcf408d965fc9447%7C8ac76c91e7f141ffa89c3553b2da2c17%7C0%7C0%7C637652957771436052%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=W4nIJQG22lQ%2FyI507CN6i%2F5lwsj4b78UWFYFinv6IGs%3D&reserved=0


“The National Agreement on Closing the Gap will ensure that the voices of Aboriginal people are 
being heard, and power and control is being given back to Aboriginal people and their communities, 
and we are all being held accountable. 

“The Northern Territory Closing the Gap Implementation Plan sets out how Northern Territory 
policies and projects are aligned to the National Agreement, and what we will do to ensure we 
achieve the priority reforms. 

“The Territory Labor Government is delivering for Aboriginal Territorians, and is proud to help drive 
this important step towards Closing the Gap.” 

  

Quotes from APO NT Co-Chair, John Paterson: 

“The NT Implementation Plan is an important milestone in strengthening the partnership and shared 
decision-making with government that is at the heart of the Closing the Gap National Agreement. 

“Without this we cannot deliver the improved health, social and economic outcomes for our 
communities that we have committed to and that are rightly demanded of us. 

“We have been pleased to work in partnership with the NT Government, Local Government 
Association of the NT and the Commonwealth in developing this implementation plan.” 

  

Quotes from CEO LGANT, Sean Holden:  

“The NT Closing the Gap Implementation Plan reflects the commitment of the NT Government, the 
Aboriginal Peaks Organisations NT and the Local Government Association of the NT to work 
collaboratively to achieve the objectives of the Partnership Agreement on Closing the Gap. 

“Local Government is the largest employer of Aboriginal people in the NT and 60% of our elected 
members are Aboriginal. Our Councils are uniquely placed to deliver on the targets of Closing the 
Gap”. 

  

  

 


