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Disappointing Response by Australian Government to Human Rights 
Recommendations made at Universal Periodic Review 

 

The Australian Government’s decision to ignore key recommendations from UN member 
states aimed at improving its human rights record is extremely disappointing.  

The recommendations, made at the UN Human Rights Council’s review of Australia earlier 
this year, found that 31 countries called for the Government to raise the minimum age of 
criminal responsibility, while 47 wanted Australia to stop offshore processing and mandatory 
detention of asylum seekers and refugees. 

Amnesty International Australia is deeply disappointed the Australian Government has 
rejected both these recommendations and calls on it to immediately review its position.   

National Director, Samatha Klintworth, said: “In 2019-20, 499 children aged between 10 and 
13 years were detained by Australia in the youth justice system - 65% of those children 
detained were First Nations children - even though First Nations children constitute only 5% 
of the population of that age. 

“The Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples recently found detention of 
children as ‘the most distressing aspect of her visit’ to Australia. We must raise our minimum 
age of responsibility to at least 14.” 

Australia’s offshore processing and detention policy is another human rights catastrophe and 
a clear violation of international law. After eight years and thousands of lives damaged, 
approximately 230 refugees remain held offshore, with a further 1497 in closed detention 
and ‘alternative places of detention’ onshore. 

Ms Klintworth said: “Australia must stop ignoring the rights of refugees. It must end offshore 
processing and indefinite detention of refugees and people seeking asylum and offer 
protection in line with its international human rights obligations and international laws. It must 
also end mandatory detention for refugees and asylum seekers in Australia.” 
 

ENDS 

For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact Amnesty 
International Media on +61 423 552 208 or media@amnesty.org.au 
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Amnesty International is a global movement of 10 million people standing up for justice, freedom and 
equality. We work to free people unjustly jailed, bring torturers to justice and change oppressive laws. 
We shine a light on great wrongs by exposing the facts others try to suppress. We lobby 
governments, and the powerful to make sure they keep their promises and respect international law. 
Together, our voices challenge injustice and are powerful enough to change the world. 
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