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BushTV Enterprises seeks partnerships with ACCHO’s to run the Camping on Country Program in 
2021-2022. Camping on Country is a remote Aboriginal men’s health and culture camping 
program run by Ernie Dingo and his team. The award-winning Program (1) has been designed by 
and for Aboriginal men and has been operating for two years. The camps are designed to get 
men out of community spending quality time camping on country and connecting together. An 
emphasis is placed on key Elders and Lore bosses setting the tone of the camps while the 
younger men are encouraged to attend to learn more about their health journey, cultural identity 
and connection to country. Creating a connection between the older generation and the younger 
generation is a priority as elders from all camps have stated there is a severe cultural breakdown 
between generations and the camps are an important platform for this intergenerational and 
cultural exchange.  
 
(1) Australian Mental Health Forum (AMHF) – Camping on Country awarded best men’s health program 2020 
 
“Being out bush with our elders, it does give you a sense of relief and that self of belonging and being amongst family and elders 
especially, you feel appreciated and connected I suppose. You realise people do want you around, people do love you and it makes 
you realise that you are cared for, you are loved. There’s something about spending time on country, its that spiritual feeling that really, 
really helps my mind, body, and soul when I reconnect to my country/”  Lawrence – Kowanyama camp 
 

 
 
As a matter of priority men are also offered health checks on country through a partnership with 
local Aboriginal Controlled Health Services and participants also attend a Tackling Indigenous 
Smoking workshop through our partnership with TIS. From our previous camps 94% of 
participants stated that they are more likely to get a health check on country.  
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“Our men are getting a health check on country here today because they feel safe out here and because they are with our elders who 
are shown as role models and an example to the younger ones who are also getting health checks on their own country too. I reckon 
the key to closing the gap on men's health would be health, culture, and country and bringing all that together, like we are here 
Camping on our Country, this way you can  close the gap on the men's health.”  Dion Kowanyama Camp 
 
Our chronic disease prevention videos are shown from previous camps and a health promotion 
video is also produced at each camp. To date we have produced 14 such health videos ranging 
from good news stories about giving up alcohol, giving up smoking, bowel screening and 
depression. Our aim in the next two years is to focus on Type 2 diabetes, renal health and eye 
health and obesity linked to poor diet and lack of exercise and smoking through our partnership 
with TIS. 
 
“I’ve attended three camps so far. Camping on country allows our people to heal. Because you can't heal until you're in a safe place. 
Healing doesn't occur in a hospital because it's never been safe for our people. Camping on Country has allowed us to put all these 
things together; culture, country and health. Our here we get into that healing space. That healing actually allows us to go back into our  
community and to to start creating. We are designed to create. There is a purpose for all of us and the only way to do that is to find that 
safe environment start healing for ourselves. So thanks to camping and country, we're allowed to do that.” Dr Derek Chong - 
Indigenous Psychiatrist  
 
Preventive health messaging is a critical aspect included in our program. Activities such as; 
artefact making workshops that include intentional yarning circles around our physical and mental 
health journey and spiritual well being, bush tucker walks that include nutrition yarns, singing and 
dancing and sharing culture activities that enhances our sense of belonging, fishing and hunting 
together involving physical exercise and team bonding through cooking and eating together. 
During our pre-camp engagement week we also visit local schools, rehabs, aged care facilities 
and health clinics to promote our program and engage whole of community to ensure locals know 
about our camp and also activate the men in community. 
 
There is no other national remote Aboriginal men’s health and culture camping program. 
The Camping on Country Program enables Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men to be 
leaders in their own health and wellbeing. The Program upholds the values of respecting culture 
and traditions, responsibility as leaders and men, teaching young men, being holders of lore, and 
providing for and protecting families and communities.  
 
“Camping on Country galvanizes our men’s groups and creates a platform for cultural networking, self-empowerment 
and increased social impact. Apunipima has been involved in several of these camps and I commend Ernie Dingo, 
Lomas Amini and their team. I am impressed by their inclusion of health checks and linking in with local ACCHOS, local 
police and stakeholders. This is a rare opportunity for remote men’s health to be take some serious steps forward and 
build on the work that many of our men have being doing for decades. Their partnership with TIS and ACCHOS’s and 
other stakeholders means that they will build on the previous and current work that is being done.” Dr Mark Wenitong 
 
 
Budget and Logistics 
 
1. Cost per camp – 25k 
 
2. We prefer to run two camps back to back for two men’s groups who live in 500km radius. This allows us deliver two 
camps every 8 weeks anywhere in Australia. 
 
3. We prefer a local Aboriginal Controlled Health Service to be the Lead working alongside with senior men. 
 
4. We have no core funding so we need to run 10 camps per year to stay viable. 
 
5. Initial Contact – tom@bushtv.com.au or 0416565526   
 
 
 


