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Medical Student John Flynn Placement Program 
Vital for Rural Workforce Retention 
 
The Australian Medical Students’ Association (AMSA) calls upon the Australian 
Government to reinstate funding for the John Flynn Placement Program, which was 
suspended following the Federal Budget announcements last week. 
 
The Program, named after the founder of the Royal Flying Doctor Service, has 
provided thousands of students a taste of rural medicine through four funded 
fortnight-long placements in rural Australia since 1997. 
 
“This Program has fostered an interest in rural medicine among students who 
wouldn’t have otherwise had the opportunity to immerse themselves in rural life,” 
AMSA President, Sophie Keen, said. 
 
“While we commend the investment into prevocational training in rural and remote 
areas, this leaves a hole in medical student experiences that cannot be filled by 
university-led programs through the Rural Health Multidisciplinary Training.” 
 
Jasmine Elliott, Chair of AMSA Rural Health, said positive experiences during medical 
school are a primary determinant of rural workforce retention. 
 
“We have plenty of students who go through the JFPP loving rural medicine. JFPP’s 
longitudinal model is unique, and it is a shame to lose this repeated exposure to a 
community,” Ms Elliott said. 
 
Research by Dr Louise Young found that overall, JFPP Scholars rate their clinical and 
community experiences highly, with a positive impact on rural practice and career 
intentions. 
 
Contrastingly, schemes such as the Bonded Medical program, which saw more 
doctors withdrawing from their rural service obligations than completing them, 
continue to attract more funding from the Federal Government. 
 
“We have to ask ourselves, is it the carrot or the stick that addresses the rural doctor 
shortage? Is the Federal Government serious about supporting rural Australia with 
evidence-based solutions?” Ms Elliott said. 
 
AMSA Rural Health Vice Chair Alastair Weng, a JFPP scholar in Stanthorpe, said the 
program provided positive experiences through the sense of community, with a 
dedicated clinical mentor and non-clinical contact. 
 
“I was humbled to talk to patients, learn in the hospital, and get involved in local 
activities like Carols by Candlelight,” Mr Weng said. 
 
AMSA is the peak representative body for Australia’s 17,000 medical students, three-
quarters of whom have expressed interest in practising rurally in the future.  
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