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Media Release 

AHCSA Attains Rainbow Tick Accreditation 

 

The Aboriginal Health Council of South Australia (AHCSA) has been successful in achieving Rainbow 

Tick Accreditation - a nationally recognised benchmark for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and 

Intersex (LGBTI+) inclusive practice.  

In addition, AHCSA is proud to announce that we are the first Aboriginal organisation to accomplish 

this. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who identify as LGBTI+ are commonly subjected to the 

combined effects of racism and discrimination based on sexuality and/or gender identities.  

Research findings suggest that suicidality, substance misuse and homelessness are primary health 

concerns for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander LGBTI+ people. There is a pressing need for service 

providers to increase their awareness of the contemporary issues faced by this community and to take 

concrete steps to create more inclusive and supportive health care. 

Throughout the accreditation process, AHCSA was guided by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

LGBTI+ community members to develop unique and innovative training and support centred on 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander LGBTI+ experiences and needs.  

Although achieving this accreditation ensures that AHCSA is a safe space, it also acknowledges that 

there is more work to be done.  

AHCSA remains committed to ongoing work towards the elimination of discrimination and violence 

directed at Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander LGBTI+ people, while simultaneously making its 

practices and programs more inclusive. An urgent next step is the extension of this Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander focused LGBTI+ training and support throughout Aboriginal Community 

Controlled Health and the wider Aboriginal health sector. 



AHCSA would like to acknowledge the contribution of the AHCSA Board, key staff and community 

members who made achieving the Rainbow Tick Accreditation possible. 
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