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ACT PAVES WAY FOR VITAL LAW REFORM BY RAISING THE AGE 

The Australian Capital Territory’s Legislative Assembly has voted to raise the age of criminal 
responsibility from 10 to 14, paving the way for other jurisdictions to reform an outmoded law 
which disproportionately affects Indigenous kids. 

Amnesty International Australia campaigner, Joel Clark said: 

“Amnesty congratulates the ACT on showing the other states and territories that raising the age 
in line with international standards is not only a well-overdue reform, but it’s also widely 
supported by the community. 

“We all know in our hearts that it’s wrong to lock little kids up, especially when all the evidence 
shows that diversion and justice reinvestment is what actually prevents youth offending. 

“There should be nothing stopping other jurisdictions to follow suit. The longer they wait, the 
longer little kids are exposed to the harmful conditions of prison.” 

The Councils of Attorneys-General last month voted to effectively delay raising the age of 
criminal responsibility from 10 to 14 until 2021. 

Amnesty International Australia has been campaigning for all governments to raise the age of 
criminal responsibility since 2015. The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child 
issued General Comment 24 in 2019, which encouraged states to raise the age of criminal 
responsibility to at least fourteen. 
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For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact Amnesty 
International Media on +61 423 552 208 or media@amnesty.org.au 
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Amnesty International is a global movement of eight million people standing up for justice, freedom and 
equality. We work to free people unjustly jailed, bring torturers to justice and change oppressive laws. We 
shine a light on great wrongs by exposing the facts others try to suppress. We lobby governments, and 
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challenge injustice and are powerful enough to change the world. www.amnesty.org.au   
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