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MEDIA RELEASE 

 

 
ROSIE BATTY ASKED TO ADDRESS DECISION BY ACT LABOR AND 
GREENS TO DEFUND ACT LEGAL AID FAMILY VIOLENCE SERVICE 

 
 

Ms Julie Tongs, CEO of Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health and 

Community Service is calling on Ms Rosie Batty AO, to use her address at the 

annual EMILY’s List Oration to be held in Canberra on Wednesday 21 August 

to urge the ACT Government to reverse its decision to defund the ACT Legal Aid 

Commission’s specialist family violence service. 

 

Julie Tongs noted that Aboriginal women are vastly over-represented as victims 

of crime including as victims of domestic violence. She said:  

 

“The most recent data reveals an Aboriginal woman is 35 times more likely to be 

hospitalised due to domestic violence related assault than a non-Aboriginal 

woman.” 

 

Julie Tongs further noted the Legal Aid Commission has assisted hundreds of 

women a year, including many Aboriginal women, who have been subjected to 

violence and abuse. She said: 

 

“Not only is the Legal Aid Commission the service of choice for women from 

lower income households seeking legal support to protect themselves and their 

children from violence and abuse, but it is virtually the only legal support 

available to them. They clearly do not have the capacity or means to privately 

engage a lawyer.” 
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EMILY’s List Australia is a political network that supports progressive women 

candidates, mainly from the ALP, seeking election to political office. Not only 

are most candidates supported by EMILY’s List members of the ALP but a 

majority of the people who support EMILY’s List are either members or 

supporters of the ALP. 

 

Julie Tongs said Ms Rosie Batty is an outstanding Australian and a person for 

whom she has the greatest respect. Julie said that the outcomes, across the 

spectrum of public attitudes, awareness, funding of support, police and legal 

services and procedures, which have resulted from Rosie’s domestic violence 

related advocacy and campaigning are unparalleled in Australia, and the nation 

owes her enormous gratitude. 

 

Julie Tongs said she assumed it was a coincidence that Ms Batty had been invited 

to present the 2019 EMILY’s List Oration at a time that the ACT Labor/Greens 

Government had moved to deny almost all Aboriginal and working class women 

and women otherwise from low income households in the ACT, access to legal 

advice and assistance when they are seeking to protect themselves and their 

children from violence. She said, nevertheless, that she is asking Rosie Batty to 

use the opportunity presented in delivering the Oration to urge the ACT Labor 

Party and the Greens to reverse this incredibly retrograde decision. 

 

Julie Tongs concluded: “It is inevitable, if the Legal Aid Commission domestic 

violence service is not maintained, that there will be a dramatic and frightening 

increase in the number of women and children having no access to legal 

assistance and protection and who will, as a consequence remain in violent and 

abusive relationships.” 

 

 

For further information please contact Julie Tongs, CEO, 0418 206 156. 

 

 

 


